Criteria for Parental Payment Assessments

As approved by the State Executive Council, the following criteria should be considered when determining whether parental contributions are appropriate:

Parents of children in out-of-home placements not be charged a payment for services in addition to the child support order. Instead, for out-of-home care, the workgroup recommended more effective implementation of existing state law and policy requiring referral of such cases to the Division of Child Support Enforcement (DCSE). The non-custodial parents of children in out-of-home care are to be referred to the DCSE for the collection of child support. An addition payment for services coupled to the payment of child support may be considered in the future, but the workgroup recommended that both not be collected at this time.

Parents of children in in-home care be charged a standard parental co-payment based both on the ability of each parent to pay and the cost of the service. Parents and legal guardians of children receiving in-home care are expected to contribute financially to the cost of services. Each local government will be expected to develop policies to assess this fee.  Local governments are encouraged to assess a fee based on a locally developed scale. Some local jurisdictions have modified the child support scale and currently use it as the basis of a CSA fee. Refer to Guidance on Sliding Fee Scale dated March 2000 for further guidance. 
Section 4.5.4. Sliding Fee Scale

